
ART 358 (3 credits) 
Art, Issues, and Controversies 

Instructor: brad.krieger@doane.edu     402-484-8414 

Course Description 

The study of the interplay within the arts and the role they play in ideology, 
politics, propaganda, and moral issues. Consideration is given to issues of 
patronage, advertising, eroticism and pornography, religion, and the visual images 
of popular culture. Students will be able to articulate the role of the visual arts in 
society and relate how images serve and challenge dominant human institutions. 

Course Purpose 

The purpose of this class is to broaden your understanding of the function of art in 
society, by studying art which pushes the boundaries of what is considered 
acceptable. Picasso once stated that all new art is considered ugly at first. How do 
your perceptions as to what is considered “good art” influence how you look at 
new and/or controversial art? 

FAK: Human Creativity 

This course fulfills a Doane Core requirement under the Human Creativity 
Foundation Area of knowledge. Students will understand the complex layers of the 
creative process, its reflection of human society and its power to impact.  

Students will work to: 

1. Interpret artistic and/or aesthetic expression. 
2. Develop skills in self-expression through the production of their own creative 

work, or the critical analysis of other’s work. 
3. Use their insights to articulate the role of creativity in the examination of the 

human condition.  
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Course Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Evaluate works of art by taking into consideration who did the work, when was 
it done, and where did the artist live. 

2. Look at different theories to explain art including; Ritual theory, Formalist 
theory, Imitation theory, Expression theory, Cognitive theory, and Post-Modern 
theory. 

3. See the role institutions such as Museums and Universities play in determining 
what is considered good art, and how excluded groups can overcome such 
institutional bias. 

4. Research an artist of your choice and present to the class images of the artist’s 
work and discuss why it is(was) considered controversial. 

5. Experience art first hand by attending a “First Friday” event in Lincoln , Ne. 

Methods of Assessment 

Regular attendance is required and is the most effective way to keep up on all 
assignments. Often we will watch videos about various artists involved in class 
discussions. If you miss a class, you may miss a video and you will be responsible 
for finding a way to watch the video on your own time. 

An important part of the class will be your 2 page response to the question of the 
day. To get an A for the class, you must submit all daily papers and get an 
acceptable evaluation on each, as well as doing your final presentation. 

You will be graded not on your opinions, but on your research and presentation of 
your arguments. 

Each student will prepare a final presentation on a controversial artist of your 
choice. You will need to present images to the class and discuss why your 
particular artist is/was considered controversial. 

Late work will be accepted without penalty, as long as all work is handed in by the 
last night off class. 
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Academic Integrity Policy 

The Doane University Academic Integrity Policy will be adhered to in this class. 
All projects and tests will represent your own work. Any use of other’s ideas and 
words without proper citation is plagiarism and will result in penalties to be 
determined by the instructor and/or the dean of undergraduate studies. 

Please refer to the online catalog for all other policies. 


